
  

Order of Worship for 9/15/23 
10:00am CST 

Online at www.calvinchurch.net || via phone at (952) 208-6020 || parking lot radio on 
87.9FM 

 
 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  
  
CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:  You have been called to the banquet. 
All: This is the feast. 
One:  You have been summoned to the wedding. 
All:  This is the feast of life and light. 
One:  From the streets and the byways, God has invited us. 
All:  We have come to the banquet that has no end. Alleluia! Amen! 

 
OPENING PRAYER (all)  

Ever-present God, you never leave us.  Help us to stay with you when you 
when we are tempted to flee, and keep us seeking after that which is true, 
that all may know that you are the Lord, our God, a tenacious presence in 
whatever our reality.  Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN #483  Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above 

1 Sing praise to God, who reigns above, 
The God of all creation, 
The God of power, the God of love, 
The God of our salvation; 
With healing balm my soul is filled, 
And every faithless murmur stilled: 
To God all praise and glory! 

2 What God’s almighty power hath made 
God's gracious mercy keepeth; 
By morning glow or evening shade 
God's watchful eye ne’er sleepeth; 
Within the kingdom of God's might, 
Lo! all is just and all is right: 
To God all praise and glory! 

3 The Lord is never far away, 
But through all grief distressing, 
An ever present help and stay, 
Our peace and joy and blessing; 
As with a mother’s tender hand, 
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God gently leads the chosen band: 
To God all praise and glory! 

4 Thus, all my gladsome way along, 
I sing aloud Thy praises 
That all may hear the grateful song 
My voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, 
Both soul and body bear your part: 
To God all praise and glory! 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (all) 
You invite us to your feast, O God, and we do not come.  You beg us to give 
thanks for life, and we fail in our thanksgiving.  You have made for us a 
wonderful earth, and we neglect the gift.  Forgive us for what we have done 
and for abandoning the pathway you desire for us.  Be our guide and 
conscience.  Turn our feet and hands to your will, that all we do might give 
glory to you. Amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, 
All: We are forgiven. 

 
*HYMN #576  Gloria, Gloria 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Philippians 4:1-9 
     New Testament page 198 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON –  Matthew 22:1-14 
This is the Word of the Lord  New Testament page 24 

Thanks be to God! 
   

SERMON   Pastor TJ Shirley 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from the Confession of 1967 

The new life does not release us from conflict with unbelief, pride, lust, fear.  We 
still have to struggle with disheartening difficulties and problems. Nevertheless, as 
we mature in love and faithfulness in our life with Christ, we live in freedom and 
good cheer, bearing witness on good days and evil days, confident that the new life 
is pleasing to God and helpful to others. 
 



  

The new life finds direction in the life of Jesus, his deeds and words, his struggles 
against temptation, his compassion, his anger, and his willingness to suffer death.  
The teaching of the apostles and prophets guides us in living this life, and the 
Christian community nurtures and equips us for our ministries. 

 
*HYMN OF RESPONSE #396  O For A Closer Walk with God  

1 O for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame, 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb! 

2 Return, O holy Dove, return, 
Sweet messenger of rest! 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn 
And drove Thee from my breast. 

3 The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And worship only Thee. 

4 So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame; 
So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
OFFERTORY CALL & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
 
PRAYER FOR THE OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER    Hymnal p. 16 

 

SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 
*CLOSING HYMN #376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into every troubled breast! 



  

Let us all in Thee inherit, 
Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 

3 Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

4 Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE       
 

 

 

To Watch Archival Services & Learn More About Calvin: 
www.CalvinChurch.net 

 
To Donate or Pledge: 

https://venmo.com/calvin-church 
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