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* Please rise in body/spirit | Congregational responses are in bold
Unless otherwise noted, sing all verses on hymns

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Arise, shinel

All:  For your light has come.
One: Behold the glory of the Lord.
All:  Allelvia!

OPENING PRAYER (all)

God of every nation, by the light of a wondrous star you led wandering magi to the
humble infant Jesus, revealing to them your salvation for the world. In the
miraculous and the mundane, in union with all who have glimpsed the light of your
grace, lead us to Christ, that we may offer our worship and serve him with sincerity
of heart; for he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN #66 We Three Kings of Orient Are

1 We three kings of Orient are,

Bearing gifts we traverse afar,

Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.

Refrain:

O star of wonder, star of night,

Star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light!

2 Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold | bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never,

Over us all to reign. (Refrain)

3 Frankincense to offer have I:
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
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Prayer and praising, we are raising,
Worshipping God Most High. (Refrain)

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain)

5 Glorious now behold Him arise,

King and God and Sacrifice;

Alleluia, Alleluia,

Sounds through the earth and skies. (Refrain)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (all)

Merciful God, Light of the world, we confess that we have not resisted the darkness
of sin. You deliver the poor and the helpless, but we have ignored their cry. You
take pity on the weak and the destitute, but our hearts are hard in the face of their
need. You heal the wounded and save the oppressed but we have placed our trust
in the callous violence of war. Forgive us, we pray. Awaken in us sincere
repentance that we may shine with the light of your saving grace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: In the name of Jesus Christ,
All: We are forgiven.

*HYMN #579 Glory Be to the Father

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 60:1-6

Old Testament page 690

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 2:1-15

This is the Word of the Lord New Testament page 2
Thanks be to God!

SERMON Pastor TJ Shirley

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Confession of Belhar

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in
and through Jesus Christ. We believe that the church is called to be salt of the earth
and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a
peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new
heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God’s life-



giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death, and therefore
also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God's life-giving Word
and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience which can open new
possibilities of life for society and the world.

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #411 Arise, Your Light Is Comel!

1 Arise, your light has comel!

The Spirit’s call obey;

show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.

2 Arise, your light has comel!
Fling wide the prison door;
proclaim the captive'’s liberty,
good tidings to the poor.

3 Arise, your light has comel!

All you in sorrow born,

bind up the brokenhearted ones
and comfort those who mourn.

4 Arise, your light has comel!

The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing,
God's pow'r will make us strong.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
PRAYER FOR THE OFFERING

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

GREAT THANKSGIVING

One: The Lord be with you.

All:  And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

All:  We lift them to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:  Itisright to give our thanks and praise...

One: And so we sing with all the saints on earth
and all the angels in heaven:
All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.



Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest...

One: Greatis the mystery of faith:
All:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again...

One: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor are yours, Aimighty God, now and forever.
All:  Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal p. 16

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENT IN GOD’S NAME
*CLOSING HYMN #68 What Star is This, with Beams so Bright

1 What staris this, with beams so bright,
More lovely than the noonday lighte
'Tis sent to announce a newborn King,
Glad tidings of our God to bring.

2 'Tis now fulfilled what God decreed,
“From Jacob shall a star proceed”;

And lo! the Eastern sages stand

To read in heaven the Lord's command.

3 O Jesus, while the star of grace
Impels us on to seek Your face,
Let not our slothful hearts refuse
The guidance of Your light to use.

4 To God the Father, God the Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,

May every tongue and nation raise
An endless song of thankful praise.

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion and The Book of Common
Worship (2018).
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