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* Please rise in body/spirit | Congregational responses are in bold

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Handbell Choir "Aura Lee"

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: In the wilderness, water brings life.

All:  Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water.

One: In the Word of God, the good news gives light.

All: Seek us out, O God, and fill us with understanding.

One: In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior nourishes everyone.
All: Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself.

One: Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity.

All: Come and praise the One that gives all goodness.

OPENING PRAYER (all)

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of
this world, our hearts my be fixed where true joy is found; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN #113 Christ the Lord is Risen Today!

1 "Christ the Lord is risen today!" Alleluial
All creation, join to say: Alleluial

Raise your joys and friumphs high; Alleluial
Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluial

2 Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won; Alleluia!l
Death in vain forbids Him rise; Alleluia!l
Christ has opened paradise. Alleluial

3 Lives again our glorious King; Alleluial
Where, O death, is now your stinge Alleluial
Jesus died, our souls to save; Alleluial
Where your victory, O grave? Alleluial
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4 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluial
Praise to You by both be given; Alleluial
Every knee to You shall bow, Alleluial

Risen Christ, friumphant now. Alleluial

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (all)

God of mercy, we confess that we have not borne the fruit of the Spirit. We have
not loved others as you have loved us. We have denied the promises of
baptism and cut ourselves off from you. Forgive us, restore us, that we may
abide in your love and live out your mercy, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose
name we pray. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: In the name of Jesus Christ,
All:  We are forgiven.

*HYMN #2026 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 John 4.7-21
New Testament page 240

SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 8:26-40
New Testament page 136

SERMON

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH From a Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body
of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life
and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the
Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask
idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new
heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.



*HYMN #358 Help Us Accept Each Other

1 Help us accept each other
As Christ accepted us;
Teach us as sister, brother,
Each person to embrace.

Be present, Lord, among us
And bring us to believe

We are ourselves accepted
And meant to love and live.

2 Teach us, O Lord, Your lessons,
As in our daily life

We struggle to be human

And search for hope and faith
Teach us to care for people,
For all, not just for some,

To love them as we find them
Or as they may become.

3 Let Your acceptance change us,
So that we may be moved

In living situations

To do the fruth in love;

To practice Your acceptance

Until we know by heart

The table of forgiveness

And laughter's healing art.

4 Lord, for today's encounters
With all who are in need,

Who hunger for acceptance,
For righteousness and bread,
We need new eyes for seeing,
New hands for holding on:
Renew us with Your Spirit;
Lord, free us, make us onel

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY To the tune of “All Creatures of our God and King”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise him all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.



Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluiq, alleluia! Alleluvia, alleluia, allelvia!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal p. 16
SENTIN GOD’S NAME

*CLOSING HYMN #316

Breathe on Me, Breath of God

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God,

Fill me with life anew,

That | may love what Thou dost love,
And do what Thou wouldst do.

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God,

Until my heart is pure,
Until with Thee | will one will,
To do and to endure.

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God,

Till I am wholly Thine,
Until this earthly part of me
Glows with Thy fire divine.

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God,

So shall | never die,
But live with Thee the perfec
Of Thine eternity.

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

f life

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion and Book

of Common Worship (2018).
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