
  

 
 

 

 

Order of Worship for 12/24/24 
Online at www.calvinchurch.net || via phone at (952) 208-6020 || parking lot radio on 87.9FM  

* Please rise in body/spirit | Congregational responses are in bold 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY  The Gagner Family 
 

CHORAL OPENING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:  Advent is a time to proclaim. 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

One:  We proclaim a hope that is stronger than any trial. 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

One:  We proclaim a victory that is stronger than any defeat. 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

One:  We proclaim a peace that is stronger than any conflict. 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

One:  We proclaim a freedom that is stronger than any bondage. 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

 

http://www.calvinchurch.net/


  

OPENING PRAYER (all)  

Almighty God, Christ your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, born in Bethlehem. 

May we receive Christ into our lives and become, through him, your blessed children 

who walk in the light you have sent into our world. Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

*OPENING CAROL #22 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation's story 

Now proclaim Messiah's birth. 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King! 

2 Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

Watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing; 

Yonder shines the infant light: 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations; 

Ye have seen His natal star. 

4 All creation, join in praising 

God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

To the eternal Three in One. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we confess that our hearts have not been open to all you have 

revealed to us in the Nativity of your Son. You sent Christ to be born as a helpless Child, 

and yet we have not attended to suffering of children. You chose humble Mary to be 

mother of our Lord Jesus, and yet we have not attended to the struggles of women. The 

holy family could find no room in Bethlehem but a stable, and yet we have not 

attended to the cry of the homeless. You announced your birth to lowly shepherds, yet 

we ignore those who tend our farms and fields. Forgive our lack of attention, and free 

us for joyful compassion, that we may know Christ in serving others. Through Jesus 

Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One:  In the name of Jesus Christ 

All:  We are forgiven. 
 

*RESPONSIVE HYMN #23 Angels We Have Heard on High 

(Congregation Remains Seated Until “Silent Night”) Refrain only 
 

CHRI  

LESSON 1 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 – Stephanie Coe                       



  

CHORAL ANTHEM “Christmas Gloria” 

 Arr. by Jay Althouse 
                         
LESSON 2 Isaiah 11:1-9 - Dave Shaughnessy  

CAROL #48  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung. 

Of Jesse's lineage coming, 

By faithful prophets sung. 

It came a floweret bright, 

Amid the cold of winter, 

When half spent was the night. 

2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

The rose I have in mind, 

With Mary we behold it, 

The virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright 

She bore for us a Savior, 

When half spent was the night. 

                

LESSON 3 Isaiah 42:1-4 Judy Kovacs 

CAROL #28  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

With heart, and soul, and voice; 

Give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

Ox and ass before Him bow, 

And He is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice, 

With heart, and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven's door, 

And we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! 

Christ was born for this! 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice, 

With heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave: 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all, 

To gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! 

Christ was born to save! 



  

 

LESSON 4 Matthew 1:18-24 - Jay Gagner     

CAROL #53  What Child is This? 

1 What Child is this who, laid to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

Refrain: 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

Come one and all, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

 

LESSON 5  Luke 2:1-7 – Cheryl Pelkey 

CAROL #25 Away in a Manger 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there 

 

LESSON 6  Luke 2:8-20 – Val Hagan 

CAROL #31 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King. 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 



  

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time, behold Him come, 

Offspring of the virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, 

Jesus our Emmanuel. 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that we no more may die. 

Born to raise us from the earth, 

Born to give us second birth. 

LESSON 7  Colossians 1:15-20 – TJ Shriley 
 

 The Animals’ Christmas Eve 

 by Gale Wiersum  
HANDBELL CHOIR  “The Friendly Beasts” 
 

CHRISTMAS HOMILY Rev. TJ Shirley 
 

OFFERTORY  “Hark! The Herald Angles Sing” 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

*CHORAL MUSIC  “Peace, Peace” arr. Fred Bock 

Choir introduces then congregation joins in “Silent Night” 

  

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child! 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing: “Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 

 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 



  

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing,  

Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*RESPONSIVE CAROL #40  Joy to the World 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 

Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

 

POSTLUDE “Go Tell It On The Mountain” 

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion and The Book of Common Worship (2018). 
 

 

 


