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Third Sunday of Lent
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* Please rise in body/spirit | Congregational responses are in bold

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Beneath the Cross of Jesus

CALL TO WORSHIP

O God, you are my God; | seek you.

My soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you.

| will bless you as long as | live;

My lips will praise you.

For you have been my help,

And in the shadow of your wings | sing for joy.

OPENING PRAYER

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life,
death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your Word and obey it, that
we may become instruments of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

*OPENING HYMN #2308 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem

1 O sing a song of Bethlehem,

Of shepherds watching there,

And of the news that came to them
From angels in the air:

The light that shone on Bethlehem
Fills all the world today;

Of Jesus' birth and peace on earth
The angels sing alway.
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2 O sing a song of Nazareth,

Of sunny days of joy,

O sing of fragrant flowers’ breath,

And of the sinless Boy;

For now the flowers of Nazareth

In every heart may grow;

Now spreads the fame of His dear Name
On all the winds that blow.

3 O sing a song of Galilee,

Of lake and woods and hill,

Of Him who walked upon the sea

And bade the waves be sfill:

For though, like waves on Galilee,

Dark seas of trouble roll,

When faith has heard the Master’s word,
Falls peace upon the soul.

4 O sing a song of Calvary,

Its glory and dismay;

Of Him who hung upon the free,

And took our sins away:

For He who died on Calvary

Is risen from the grave,

And Christ, our Lord, by heaven adored,
Is mighty now to save.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you. You call, but we have not
listened. We walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped in our own concerns.
We condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed. God of grace, help us to admit
our sin, so that as you come to us in mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and
receive forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

In the name of Jesus Christ,
We are forgiven.

*HYMN #579 Glory Be to the Father
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 2:5-11

New Testament page 197
SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 John 4:9-19



This is the Word of the Lord New Testament page 241
Thanks be to God!

SERMON Rev. TJ Shirley
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, tfrue God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*HYMN #76 My Song is Love Unknown

1 My song is love unknown,
My Savior’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown
That they might lovely be.
O whoam |

That for my sake

My Lord should take

Frail flesh, and die?

2 Christ came from heaven's throne
Salvation to bestow,

But people scorned and none

The longed-for Christ would know.
But O my Friend,

My Friend indeed,

Who at my need

His life did spend!

3 Sometimes they strew His way,
And His sweet praises sing,
Resounding all the way
Hosannas to their King,

Then “Crucify!”

Is all their breath,



And for His death
They thirst and cry.

4 They rise, and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;

A murderer they save,

The Prince of life they slay.

Yet steadfast He

To suffering goes,

That He His foes

From thence might free.

5 Here might | stay and sing,
No story so divine:

Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my Friend,

In whose sweet praise

| all my days

Could gladly spend.

ESPONDING TO GOD'’S WORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God from Whom Al Blessings Flow

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

SENT IN GOD’S NAME
*CLOSING HYMN #302 | Danced in the Morning

| danced in the morning when the world was begun,

and | danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,

and | came down from heaven and | danced on the earth.
At Bethlehem | had my birth.

Refrain:

Dance, then, wherever you may be;

| am the Lord of the Dance, said he.

And l'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he.

| danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,
but they would not dance, and they would not follow me;



| danced for the fishermen, for James and John;
they came with me and the Dance went on.
Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be ...

| danced on the Sabbath and | cured the lame,

the holy people said it was a shame;

they whipped and they stripped and they hung me high;
and they left me there on a cross to die.

Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be ...

| danced on a Friday when the sky turned black;
it's hard to dance with the devil on your back;
they buried my body and they thought I'd gone,
but | am the Dance and | still go on.

Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be ...

They cut me down and | leapt up high,
I am the life, that'll never, never die;
I'l live in you if you'll live in me;

| am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be ...

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Liturgical resources from Book of Common Worship (2018).
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