
  

 
 

 

 
 

Order of Worship for 3/9/25 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

Online at www.calvinchurch.net || via phone at (952) 208-6020 || parking lot radio on 87.9FM  
* Please rise in body/spirit | Congregational responses are in bold 

 

 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God’s promise is for all generations;  

God’s covenant is with every living thing. 

The word of God is near to us. 

Call on the Lord and you will be saved. 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

God of all glory, on this first day you began creation, bringing light out of darkness. On 

this first day you began your new creation, raising Jesus Christ from the darkness of death. 

On this Lord’s Day grant that we, the people you create by water and the Spirit, may be 

joined with all your works in praising you for your great glory. Through Jesus Christ, in 

union with the Holy Spirit, we praise you now and forever. Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #285 God, You Spin the Whirling Planet 

Verse 1 

God You spin the whirling planets 

Fill the seas and spread the plain 

Mold the mountains fashion blossoms 

Call forth sunshine wind and rain 

We created in your image 

Would a true reflection be 

Of Your justice grace and mercy 

And the truth that makes us free 
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Verse 2 

You have called us to be faithful 

In our life and ministry 

We respond in grateful worship 

Joined in one community 

When we blur Your gracious image 

Focus us and make us whole 

Healed and strengthened as Your people 

We move onward toward Your goal 

Verse 3 

God Your will is still creating 

Calling us to life made new 

Now reveal to us fresh vistas 

Where there's work to dare and do 

Keep us clear of all distortion 

Fashion us with loving care 

Thus new creatures in Your image 

We'll proclaim Christ everywhere 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to hide from you, for 

we have done wrong. We have lived for ourselves, and apart from you. We have turned 

from our neighbors, and refused to bear the burdens of others. We have ignored the pain 

of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed. In your great mercy 

forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we may choose your will and obey your 

commandments; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

In the name of Jesus Christ, 

We are forgiven. 
 

*HYMN #579  Glory Be to the Father 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

      Old Testament page 163 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Acts 17:16-31 

 This is the Word of the Lord       New Testament page137  

Thanks be to God! 
   

SERMON   Rev. TJ Shirley 
 

*HYMN #79 Kind Maker of the World 

Kind maker of the world, O hear 

The fervent prayers with many a tear 



  

Poured forth by all the penitent 

Who keep this holy fast of Lent! 

 

Each heart is manifest to thee; 

Thou knowest our infirmity; 

Now we repent, and seek thy face; 

Grant unto us thy pard’ning grace. 

 

Spare us, O Lord, who now confess 

Our sins and all our wickedness, 

And, for the glory of thy Name, 

Our weaken’d souls to health reclaim. 

 

Give us the self-control that springs 

From abstinence in outward things; 

That from each stain and spot of sin, 

Our souls may keep the fast within. 

 

Grant, O thou blessèd Trinity; 

Grant, O unchanging Unity; 

That this our fast of forty days 

May work our profit and thy praise! Amen. 

 
 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF DEACONS & ELDERS 
 

SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE 

There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 

There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served. 

God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that it is 

accomplished. 

To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good.  

Together we are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
 

STATEMENT ON ORDINATION 
 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn away from the ways of sin and 

renounce evil and its power in the world? I do. 
   

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace 

and love? I do. 
 

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? I will with 

God’s help. 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 



  

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS 
 

*PRAYER OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY Down at the Cross  
   

*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

 

Gracious god, Lord of light, hear our prayer. 
 

SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #87  The Glory of These Forty Days 

1 The glory of these forty days 

We celebrate with songs of praise; 

For Christ, by whom all things were made, 

Himself has fasted and has prayed. 

2 Alone and fasting Moses saw 

The loving God who gave the law; 

And to Elijah, fasting, came 

The steeds and chariots of flame. 

3 So Daniel trained his mystic sight, 

Delivered from the lions’ might; 

And John, the Bridegroom’s friend, became 

The herald of Messiah’s name. 

4 Then grant that we like them be true, 

Consumed in fast and prayer with You; 

Our spirits strengthen with Your grace, 

And give us joy to see Your face. 

 

*BENEDICTION  
 



  

POSTLUDE       Redeeming Love 

 


