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* Please rise in body/spirit | Congregational responses are in bold

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

| was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

That we may lead God’s ways and walk in God's paths. Our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

LIGHTING THE FIRST CANDLE
RESPONSE #2090 Advent Song (v.1)

Candle 1

Light the Advent candle one
Now the waiting has begun
We have started on our way
Time to think of Christmas day.

Chorus:

Candle, candle burning bright
Shining in the cold winter night
Candle, candle burning bright
Fill our hearts with Christmas light.


http://www.calvinchurch.net/

OPENING PRAYER

God of glory, we know that you are coming at an unexpected hour. Come to
us now, in spirit and truth. Take us up into your presence, and make us ready
for your reign of peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*HYMN #2 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

1 Come, Thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel's Strength and Consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;

Dear Desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.

2 Born Thy people to deliver,

Born a child and yet a King,

Born to reign in us forever,

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone;

By Thine all sufficient merit

Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of night and day, there is no shadow that can conceal our sin from you
and no secret that you will not bring to light. For our reveling and drunkenness,
forgive us, O God. For our debauchery and licentiousness, forgive us, O God.
For our quarreling and jealousy, forgive us, O God. O God, forgive us our sins,
renew us in love, and teach us to live in a way that brings honor and glory to
your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*HYMN #23 Angels We Have Heard on High

(Refrain Only)
Gloria, in excelsis Deo;
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 2:1-5
Old Testament page 631



CHILDRENS CHOIR Do Lord

| am A Promise

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 24:36-44
This is the Word of the Lord New Testament page 26
Thanks be to God!

SERMON Rev. TJ Shirley
*HYMN #149 The Head That Once Was Crowned

1 The head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now;

A royal diadem adorns

The mighty victor’s brow.

2 The highest place that heaven affords
Is His, is His by right,

The King of kings, and Lord of lords,

And heaven'’s eternal Light:

3 The joy of all who dwell above,
The joy of all below

To whom He manifests His love,
And grants His Name to know.

4 To them the cross, with all its shame,
With all its grace, is given;

Their name an everlasting name,
Their joy the joy of heaven.

5 They suffer with their Lord below;
They reign with Him above;

Their profit and their joy to know
The wonder of His love.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Confession of Belhar

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of
reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ. We believe that the church is called
to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called
blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is withess both by word
and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness
dwells. We believe that God'’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the
powers of sin and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred,
bitterness and enmity, that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the
church to live in a new obedience which can open new possibilities of life for
society and the world.



*HYMN #20 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night

1 Watchman, tell us of the nighf,
What its signs of promise are.
Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height,
See that glory-beaming star.
Watchman, does its beauteous ray
Aught of joy or hope foretelle
Traveler, yes; it brings the day,
Promised day of Israel.

2 Watchman, tell us of the night;
Higher yet that star ascends.
Traveler, blessedness and light,
Peace and fruth its course portends.
Watchman, will its beams alone
Gild the spot that gave them birth?
Traveler, ages are its own;

See, it bursts o'er all the earth.

3 Watchman, tell us of the night,

For the morning seems to dawn.
Traveler, darkness takes its flight,
Doubt and terror are withdrawn.
Watchman, let thy wanderings cease;
Hasten to your quiet home.

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace,

Lo! the Son of God is come!

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY Find In Me a Thankful Heart
*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

SENTIN GOD’'S NAME
* CLOSING HYMN #12 People, Look East

1. People, look east. The time is near
Of the crowning of the year.

Make your house fair as you are able,
Trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the guest, is on the way.



2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
One more seed is planted there:

Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
That in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today:

Love, the rose, is on the way.

3. Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
Guard the nest that must be filled.

Even the hour when wings are frozen

God for fledging time has chosen.

People, look east and sing today:

Love, the bird, is on the way.

4. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
One more light the bowl shall brim,

Shining beyond the frosty weather,

Bright as sun and moon together.

People, look east and sing today:

Love, the star, is on the way.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion and Book of
Common Worship (2018).
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