
  

 

 
    First Sunday of Advent 

 

Order of Worship for 12/14/25 
 

Online at www.calvinchurch.net || via phone at (952) 208-6020 || parking lot radio on 

87.9FM  
* Please rise in body/spirit | Congregational responses are in bold 

 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen  
  

CALL TO WORSHIP   

My soul magnifies the Lord; 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

The Mighty One has done great things. 

Holy is God’s name! 
 

LIGHTING THE THIRD CANDLE  
 

RESPONSE #2090 Advent Song (v.1-2) 

Candle 1  

Light the Advent candle one  

Now the waiting has begun  

We have started on our way  

Time to think of Christmas day.  

 

Chorus:   

Candle, candle burning bright  

Shining in the cold winter night  

Candle, candle burning bright  

Fill our hearts with Christmas light.  

 

Candle 2  

Light the Advent candle two  

Think of humble shepherds who  
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Filled with wonder at the sight 

Of the child on Christmas night. 

 

Chorus:   

Candle, candle burning bright  

Shining in the cold winter night  

Candle, candle burning bright  

Fill our hearts with Christmas light.  

 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

Holy God, your prophets have long spoken of the one who would come to save 

us. Now the promise is fulfilled; now your kingdom has come near. Send us as 

messengers of your way, to go and tell all the world of the wonders we have 

seen and the good news we have heard; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*HYMN #6 Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending 

1 Jesus comes with clouds descending; 

See the Lamb for sinner slain! 

Thousand, thousand saints attending 

Join to sing the glad refrain: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign! 

2 Every eye shall then behold You 

Robed in awesome majesty; 

Those who jeered and mocked and sold You, 

Pierced and nailed You to the tree, 

Shamed and grieving, Shamed and grieving, 

Shamed and grieving, Shall their true Messiah see. 

3 Yes, Amen! Let all adore You 

High on your eternal throne; 

Crowns and empires fall before You, 

Claim the kingdom for Your own: 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus, 

Come, Lord Jesus, Everlasting Christ, come down! 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

God of majesty and glory, we are thirsty for your grace. You made a way for us 

in the wilderness and still, in our foolishness, we go astray. We hide our eyes 

from your presence. We do not listen to your word. We are lifeless when we 

ought to dance and speechless when we ought to sing. Forgive us, O Lord. 

Speak peace to our fearful hearts, strengthen our weak hands, and make firm 

our feeble knees as we seek to follow in your holy way. Amen. 

 
 



  

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

*HYMN #23  Angels We Have Heard on High  

(Refrain Only) 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Luke 1:46-55 

 New Testament page 57 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Isaiah 35:1-10 

This is the Word of the Lord       Old Testament page 663 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON   Rev. TJ Shirley 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Confession of 1967 

Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, a 

father’s house, a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and an unending 

day culminate in the image of the kingdom. The kingdom represents the 

triumph of God over all that resists God’s will and disrupts God’s creation. 

Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in people 

and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. With 

an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and 

strives for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom 

of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. 

In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final 

triumph of God. 
 

*HYMN #14 Savior of the Nations Come 

1 Savior of the nations, come; 

Virgin's Son, here make Your home. 

Marvel now, O heaven and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

2 From the Godhead forth You came, 

And return unto the same, 

Captive leading death and hell. 

High the song of triumph swell! 

3 You, the chosen Holy One, 

Have ov'r sin the victory won. 

Boundless shall Your kingdom be; 

When shall we its glories see? 

4 Brightly does Your manger shine, 

Glorious is its light divine. 



  

Let not sin o'ercloud this light; 

Ever be our faith thus bright. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY Advent Promise 
 

*DOXOLOGY #592  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

 

God of our salvation, hear our prayer. 
 

 

SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 

 

* CLOSING HYMN #9 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

2 O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 

3 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE   Go Tell it on the Mountain    

 
 

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion and Book of 

Common Worship (2018). 

 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 


