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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Order of Worship for 12/21/25
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87.9FM
* Please rise in body/spirit | Congregational responses are in bold

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE The First Noel / The Holly and The Ivy

CALL TO WORSHIP

God-with-us, Immanuel,

Comes to give us our own Holy Family,
Here with the body of Christ this day.
Rejoice and be glad! Amen!

LIGHTING THE FOURTH CANDLE
RESPONSE #2090 Advent Song (v.1-4)
OPENING PRAYER

Eternal God of power and grace, who comes to us in surprising ways - in angel
appearances, in defeat of enemies, and in resurrection from the dead - show us
the face of Immanuel in our time. Bring us from fear to awe, we pray; in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN 53 What Child is This

1 What Child is this who, laid to rest

On Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?

Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
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Haste, haste, to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come one and all, to own Him.

The King of kings salvation brings;

Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Shepherd of Israel, God of hosts, we have turned away from you, neglecting the
welfare of your creation, ignoring the plight of your people, trampling on the
creatures and the plants you have made, taking from Earth what we cannot
give back. We have not helped our neighbors in need, kept peace within our
families, or tended the vine you have planted in our own lives. Forgive us and
lead us to a more gracious life. In your compassion, turn to us to your way.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be
saved. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*HYMN #23 Angels We Have Heard on High
(Refrain Only)
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 1:18-25
New Testament page 1
“CHRISTMAS LIGHT SHOW” Calvin Children

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY Sing Gloria
*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.



SENT IN GOD’S NAME
* CLOSING HYMN #44 O Little Town of Bethlehem

1 O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee liel

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,

And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together

Proclaim the holy birth!

And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth!

3 How silently, how silently,

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heaven.

No ear may hear His coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him still,
The dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion and Book of Common
Worship (2018). “Christmas Light Show” by Nevan Booker and John Bayer, published by The
Sunday School Store.
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