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RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE It Is Well with My Soul

CALL TO WORSHIP

Sing a new song

A song of thanks and praise,

For God has done wondrous deeds,
And is great beyond compare!

OPENING PRAYER

Holy God, you sent your son to be the light of the world, so that all may know the
brightness of your love. Fill us with your grace this day that we too may bear
witness to His light and serve your coming reign. In Jesus’ nhame we pray.
Amen.

*HYMN #563 Lift Every Voice and Sing

1 Lift every voice and sing till earth and heavenring,

Ring with the harmonies of liberty.

Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies;

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on, fill victory is won.

2 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet, with a steady beat, have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our *fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
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Out from the gloomy past, fill now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

3 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who hast by Thy might led us info the light;

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee;
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand may we forever stand,

True to our God, true to our native land.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God who cares for us like a mother, we have chased after foolish things, and
spent our strength on vanity; our labor has been in vain. Deliver us from
arrogance and forgive our self-concern, that we may find our reward with you,
as servants of your dream. Through Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*HYMN #576 Gloria, Gloria

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 49:1-7
Old Testament page 679
SCRIPTURE LESSON John 1:29-42
This is the Word of the Lord New Testament page 92
Thanks be to God!
SERMON Rev. TJ Shirley

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

from the Westminster Confession of Faith
The Holy Spirit is the Lord and Giver of life, everywhere present, and is the
source of all good thoughts, pure desires, and holy counsels in people. By the
Spirit the prophets were moved to speak the Word of God and all the writers of
the Holy Scriptures inspired to record infallibly the mind and will of God. The
dispensation of the gospel is especially committed to the Spirit. The Spirit
prepares the way for it, accompanies it with persuasive power, and urges its
message upon the reason and conscience of people... By the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit all believers being vitally united to Christ, who is the Head, are thus
united to one another in the Church, which is his body. The Spirit calls and
anoints ministers for their holy office, qualifies all other officers in the Church for
their special work, and imparts various gifts and graces to its members. The
Spirit gives efficacy to the Word and to the ordinances of the gospel. By the



Spirit the Church will be preserved, increased, purified, and at last made

perfectly holy in the presence of God.

*HYMN #1264

1 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,

With all Thy quickening powers;
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours.

2 In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;
Hosannas languish on our tongues,
And our devotion dies.

3 Dear Lord, and shall we ever live
At this poor dying rate?

QOur love so faint, so cold to Thee,
And Thine to us so great!

4 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,

With all Thy quickening powers;

Come, shed abroad a Savior's love,

And that shall kindle ours.

Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

| Will Sing of My Redeemer

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

God in your mystery — Listen and have mercy.

SENTIN GOD’S NAME

* CLOSING HYMN #398

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,

And | know that it's the Spirit of the Lord;

There are sweet expressions on each face,
And | know they feel the presence of the Lord.

Refrain:

Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love.

There's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit

And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;



Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived,
When we shall leave this place.

There are blessings you cannot receive

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe;
You're the one to profit when you say,

"I am going to walk with Jesus all the way."

If you say He saved you from your sin,

Now you're weak, you're bound and cannof enterin,
You can make it right if you will yield,

You'll enjoy the Holy Spirit that we feel.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Holy, Holy, Holy

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion. Prayers of
the People from Black Liturgies: Prayers, Poems, and Meditations for Staying
Human by Cole Arthur Riley.
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