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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
O Lord, our Lord,
How maijestic is your name in all the earth!
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
The love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit
Be with us all. Amen.
OPENING PRAYER
Creator God, you called the universe into existence. Like a mother, you shaped us
from the clay of the earth, and your breath gave us life. We praise you for your
sustaining love and grace. Fix our thoughts and focus on you, that we might honor
you by caring for all of creation. Amen.

*HYMN #132 Come Great God of All the Ages
1 Come, great God of all the ages,
Make Your earthly mission known;
Speak through every deed and person,
Let Your way and will be shown.
Guide the church to frue commitment,
Give directfion now, we ask;
Fit us for the work of building,
Dedicate us to the task.

2 Come, Christ Jesus, flesh and spirit,
Sure foundation, cornerstone,

Help us form the church eternal,
May Your vision be our own.

Send a message to each follower,
Lead all people to Your way;

Urge us to strong faith and action
As we build the church today.
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3 Come, great Spirit, in and with us,
Tune our ears to hear Your call;
Through the moving of Your presence.
Let redeeming love recall

Ministry in dedication,

Love embodied in our deeds;
Challenge us to do Your bidding,

See Your purpose, fill all needs.

4 Come, O come, in celebation,
Household of the one frue God.

In commitment and rejoicing

Let us go where Christ has trod;

As we act in faith and reverence.
Let us, Lord, the future see;

Place us in the church triumphant,
Now and for eternity.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Presence, life, Fire, God who is Three in One, we confess that we have turned
away from you. We gaze upon ourselves as if we are worthy of worship. We take
your creation into our hands, not to love, but to use and then to discard. We go to
people of the land, not to serve, but to press them into our service. We do not
deserve that you would even notice us, but we pray for mercy because you are
merciful. Flame of Love, purify us from sin; Eternal Now, lead us to your truth; Risen
One, baptize us into union with you. Transform us into faithful disciples who worship
you alone, God who is Trinity. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*HYMN #577 Glory Be to the Father
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PROCLAIMING GOD’'S WORD
SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 28:16-20
New Testament page 174
SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 1:1-2:4a
This is the Word of the Lord New Testament page 119
Thanks be to God!
SERMON Rev. TJ Shirley
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH From the Confession of 1967

Jesus Christ is God with humankind. He is the eternal Son of the Father, who
became human and lived among us to fulfill the work of reconciliation. He is
present in the church by the power of the Holy Spirit o continue and complete
his mission. This work of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the foundation of
all confessional statements about God, humanity, and the world. Therefore, the
church calls all people to be reconciled to God and to one another.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD



*HYMN #429 Lord, You Give the Great Commission
1 Lord, you give the great commission:
"Heal the sick and preach the word."
Lest the church neglect its mission,
And the gospel go unheard,
Help us witness to your purpose
With renewed integrity;
With the Spirit's gifts empower us
For the work of ministry.

2 Lord, you call us to your service:

"In my name baptize and teach."
That the world may trust your promise,
Life abundant meant for each,

Give us all new fervor, draw us

Closer in community;

With the Spirit's gifts empower us

For the work of ministry.

3 Lord, you make the common holy:
"This my body, this my blood."

Let us all, for earth's true glory,

Daily lift life heavenward,

Asking that the world around us
Share your children's liberty;

With the Spirit's gifts empower us

For the work of ministry.

4 Lord, you show us love's true measure:
"Father, what they do, forgive."

Yet we hoard as private treasure

All that you so freely give.

May your care and mercy lead us

To a just society:

With the Spirit's gifts empower us

For the work of ministry.

5 Lord, you bless with words assuring:
"I am with you to the end."

Faith and hope and love restoring,
may we serve as you intend,

and, amid the cares that claim us,
hold in mind eternity:

With the Spirit's gifts empower us

For the work of ministry.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
God of all goodness, hear our prayer.

SENTIN GOD’S NAME

*CLOSING HYMN #133 All Glory Be to God on High
All glory be to God on high,
and peace on earth from heaven,
and God's goodwill unfailingly
be to his people given.
Almighty God, you are our King:
we worship you, our thanks we bring,
we praise you for your glory.

O Lamb of God, Lord Jesus Christ,
whom God the Father gave us,
who for the world was sacrificed
upon the cross to save us,

at God's right hand you intercede
for those who for your mercy plead;
receive the prayer we offer.

You only are the Holy One

who came for our salvation,
and only you are God's tfrue Son
who was before creation.

You only, Christ, as Lord we own,
and with the Spirit you alone
share in the Father's glory.

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion and Call to
Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, Vol. 59.1.

To Donate or Pledge




