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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 86
People of God, let us gather to worship and praise God's name.
| give thanks to you, O God, with my whole heart. | will glorify your name
forever!
For great is your steadfast love for me.
You have delivered my soul from the depths.
God says, “Know that | am with you and will keep you wherever you go.”
Let us worship our ever-present God.

OPENING PRAYER
Eternal God, Author of our life and End of our pilgrimage: Guide us by your Word
and Spirit amid all perils and temptations, that we may not wander from your
way, nor stumble in the darkness; but may finish our course in safety, and come
to our eternal rest in you; through the grace and merit of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

*HYMN #551 Open My Eyes That | May See
1 Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home:
All'is safely gathered in,
Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God's own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.

2 All the world is God's own field,
Fruit unto God's praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Unto joy or sorrow grown;

First the blade, and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear:

Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.
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3 For the Lord our God shall come,
And shall take the harvest home;
From each field shall in that day
All offenses purge away;

Give the angels charge at last

In the fire the tares to cast,

But the fruitful ears to store

In God's garner evermore.

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come

To Thy final harvest home;

Gather Thou Thy people in,

Free from sorrow, free from sin;
There forever purified,

In Thy presence to abide:

Come, with all Thine angels come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, your creatures cry - creation groans - but we turn away; we
surround ourselves with noise. We are quick to excuse ourselves from
responsibility: we are young; we are old; we are tired; we are busy. It is hard to
imagine that we might make a difference. life-giving God, wash us clean.
Restore our imaginations and our hearts. Let your courage and compassion flow
through our veins until we love with abandon and our hands reach out in
blessing, for the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*HYMN #577 Glory Be to the Father
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE LESSON Romans 8:12-25
New Testament page 171
SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
This is the Word of the Lord New Testament page 14
Thanks be to God!
SERMON Rev. TJ Shirley
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body
of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life
and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the



Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask
idolatries in Church and culture, to hear voices of peoples long silenced, and to
work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God,
empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live
holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN #543 Abide With Me
1 Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide!
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

2 Swift to its close eblbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around | see.

O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

3 1 need Thy presence every passing hour;

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

4| fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless:

llls have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
| triumph still, if Thou abide with me.

5 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies:
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God From Whom Al Blessings Flow
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

SENT IN GOD’S NAME

*CLOSING HYMN #321 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine
1 Holy Spirit, truth divine,
Dawn upon this soul of mine;
Word of God and inward light,
Wake my spirit, clear my sight.



2 Holy Spirit, love divine,

Glow within this heart of mine;
Kindle every high desire;
Perish self in Thy pure fire.

3 Holy Spirit, power divine,

Fill and nerve this will of mine;
By Thee may | strongly live,
Bravely bear, and nobly strive.

4 Holy Spirit, right divine,

Make my conscience wholly Thine;
Be my law, and | shall be

Firmly bound, forever free.

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, Book of Common Worship (2018), and
Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, Vol. 59.1.
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