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 GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  
  

CALL TO WORSHIP  

You, who are many, are transformed to become one in Christ. 

We, who are many, are called to worship God, the Three in One. Let us worship God. 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

Gracious God, though you are known by many names and depicted in many ways, we 

know you most fully in Jesus Christ, our Messiah, your Son. We thank you for forming us 

into the church, the body of Christ in the world. Help us to live as he taught us: loving you, 

loving neighbor, unified in Christ, using our varied gifts and skills in the service of ministry, 

until all things are transformed into what is good and acceptable and perfect. In Christ’s 

name, we ask it. Amen. 
 

*HYMN #441 I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord 

1 I love Thy kingdom, Lord, 

The house of Thine abode, 

The church our blessed Redeemer saved 

With His own precious blood. 

 

2 I love Thy church, O God; 

Her walls before Thee stand, 

Dear as the apple of Thine eye, 

And graven on Thy hand. 

 

3 For her my tears shall fall, 

For her my prayers ascend; 

To her my cares and toils be given, 

Till toils and cares shall end. 

 

4 Beyond my highest joy 

I prize her heavenly ways, 

Her sweet communion, solemn vows, 

Her hymns of love and praise. 
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5 Sure as Thy truth shall last, 

To Zion shall be given 

The brightest glories earth can yield 

And brighter bliss of Heaven. 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Forgiving God, we confess that we are conformed to this world. We conform to this world’s 

frantic pace, too hectic to notice all the blessings you provide. We conform to this world’s 

reckless waste, exploiting what you entrust to our care. We conform to this world’s shallow 

values, oblivious to the giftedness of people different from us. We conform to this world’s 

impatient attitudes, preferring the latest instead of the lasting. Forgive our conformity and 

transform us, O God. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

*HYMN #579  Glory Be to the Father 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Romans 12:1-8 

     New Testament page 161 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                          Matthew 16:13-20 

This is the Word of the Lord       New Testament page 18 

Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON   Rev. TJ Shirley 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from the Westminster Confession of Faith 

By the indwelling of the Holy Spirit all believers being vitally united to Christ, who is the 

Head, are thus united one to another in the Church, which is his body. The Holy Spirit calls 

and anoints ministers for their holy office, qualifies all other officers in the Church for their 

special work, and imparts various gifts and graces to its members. The Spirit gives 

efficacy to the Word and to the ordinances of the gospel. By the Spirit the Church will be 

preserved, increased, purified, and at last made perfectly holy in the presence of God. 
 

*HYMN #452 O Day of God, Draw Nigh 

1. O day of God, draw nigh 

in beauty and in power; 

come with thy timeless judgment now 

to match our present hour. 

 

2. Bring to our troubled minds, 

uncertain and afraid, 

the quiet of a steadfast faith, 

calm of a call obeyed. 

 

3. Bring justice to our land, 

that all may dwell secure, 

and finely build for days to come 

foundations that endure. 

 



 

4. Bring to our world of strife 

thy sovereign word of peace, 

that war may haunt the earth no more, 

and desolation cease. 

 

5. O day of God, draw nigh 

as at creation's birth; 

let there be light again, 

and set thy judgments on the earth. 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY    
 

*DOXOLOGY #592  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #421  The Church of Christ in Every Age 

1 The church of Christ in every age, 

Beset by change but Spirit led, 

Must claim and test its heritage 

And keep on rising from the dead. 

 

2 Across the world, across the street, 

The victims of injustice cry 

For shelter and for bread to eat, 

And never live until they die. 

 

3 Then let the servant church arise, 

A caring church that longs to be 

A partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

And clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 

4 For Christ alone, whose blood was shed, 

Can cure the fever in our blood, 

And teach us how to share our bread 

And feed the starving multitude. 

 

5 We have no mission but to serve 

In full obedience to our Lord: 

To care for all, without reserve, 

And spread his liberating word. 

 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE    

 



 

 

 

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion. 

 

 


