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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP From Psalm 105
O give thanks to the Lord! The Lord hears the cries of the people.
Give thanks to the Lord.
The works of the Lord are great. Remember what God has done.
Give thanks to the Lord.
God has done miracles, and the Lord always remembers God's covenant.
Give thanks to the Lord. Glory and praise is due to the Lord!

OPENING PRAYER

Generous God, you come to us again and again, no matter how late it is in the day or in
our lives. Calling to us, gathering us in, you give us your good work to do, daily bread,
and boundless grace. Increase in us a generous spirit so that we may do your work with
joy alongside others whom you also love. We celebrate your salvation not only in our
lives, but also in the lives of other people, even those we had not imagined would be
included in the kingdom you are bringing. Align us with your ways and help us receive
your gift of justice and mercy as good news. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

*HYMN #2128 Come and Find the Quiet Center
Come and find the quiet center
in the crowded life we lead,
find the room for hope to enter,
find the frame where we are freed:
clear the chaos and the clutter,
clear our eyes, that we can see
all the things that really matter,
be at peace, and simply be.

Silence is a friend who claims us,
cools the heat and slows the pace,
God it is who speaks and names us,
knows our being, tfouches base,
making space within our thinking,
lifting shades to show the sun,

raising courage when we're shrinking,
finding scope for faith begun.
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In the Spirit let us travel,

open to each other’s pain,

let our loves and fears unravel,
celebrate the space we gain:

there's a place for deepest dreaming,
there's a time for heart to care,

in the Spirit’s lively scheming

there is always room to spare!

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God, we have sought after things, but we have not sought after you. We have
expected generosity, but we have not shown generosity. We have not been gracious or
grateful. We have failed to remember all that you have done. Forgive us and fill our
hearts with gratitude. Help us to share our gifts and strengthen our legs so that we can run
after you, O God. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*HYMN #579 Glory Be to the Father
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 1:18b-30
New Testament page 196
SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 20:1-16
This is the Word of the Lord New Testament page 21
Thanks be to God!
SERMON Rev. TJ Shirley
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from a Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the
world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every
race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our
Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and
ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the
planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God'’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice
and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah
chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God
delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us
heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like
a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

*HYMN #310 Jesus the Very Thought of Thee
1 Jesus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast;
But sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest.

2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame,
Nor can the mind recall

A sweeter sound than Thy blest name,

O Savior of us all.



3 O hope of every contrite heart,

O joy of all the meek,

To those who fall, how kind Thou art!
How good to those who seek!

4 But what to those who find¢ Ah, this
Nor tongue nor pen can show;

The love of Jesus, what it is,

None but His loved ones know.

5 Jesus, our only joy be Thou,
As Thou our prize will be;
Jesus, be Thou our glory now,
And through eternity.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY #592 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

SENTIN GOD’S NAME

*CLOSING HYMN #2166 Christ Beside Me
1 Christ beside me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
King of my heart;
Christ within me,
Christ below me,
Christ above me
never to part.

2 Christ on my right hand,
Christ on my left hand,
Christ all around me
shield in the strife;

Christ in my sleeping,
Christ in my sitting,

Christ in my rising

light of my life.

3 Christ beside me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
King of my heart;
Christ within me,
Christ below me,
Christ above me
never to part.



*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Liturgical resources from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion.
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